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C H A P T E R  2   

Expansion of British Power in India (Part 2)
Conquest of Mysore

Introduction
Mysore was one of the strongest Indian kingdoms that challenged the British in South India.

The struggle between the British and Mysore was fought through four Anglo-Mysore Wars. 
These wars finally ended with the defeat of Tipu Sultan and the establishment of British control 
over Mysore.

Rise of Mysore
Who was Haidar Ali?

Haidar Ali was a soldier who later became the most powerful ruler of Mysore.

Important Exam Facts

• Began his career as a soldier in Mysore.
• Later became the Faujdar of Dindigul.
• Established a modern arsenal at Dindigul with French help.
• In 1761, he overthrew Nanjarajar and became the real ruler while continuing to recognise 

Krishnaraja I as the lawful king.

First Anglo-Mysore War (1766–69)
What was it?

This was the first war between Mysore and the English East India Company.

Important Exam Facts

• Fought between the East India Company and Mysore.
• Haidar Ali defeated the British.
• Ended with the Treaty of Madras.
• The treaty was signed between Haidar Ali and Robert Clive.



Second Anglo-Mysore War (1780–84)
What was it?

The war began after the British attacked a French-controlled port in Haidar Ali's territory.

Important Exam Facts

• Warren Hastings attacked the French port of Mahe.
• Haidar Ali formed an alliance with the Nizam of Hyderabad and the Marathas.
• Haidar Ali was defeated at Porto Novo by Eyrecoot.
• Haidar Ali died during the war.
• Tipu Sultan succeeded Haidar Ali.
• The war ended with the Treaty of Mangalore signed between Tipu Sultan and Warren 

Hastings.

Third Anglo-Mysore War (1790–92)
What was it?

The British, Marathas and the Nizam joined together against Tipu Sultan.

Important Exam Facts

• The Marathas and Nizam of Hyderabad allied with the British.
• Lord Cornwallis captured Bangalore.
• Tipu Sultan was defeated.
• The war ended with the Treaty of Seringapatnam.
• Tipu Sultan ceded half of his territory to the British.

Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799)
What was it?

This war ended the independent power of Mysore.

Important Exam Facts

• Lord Wellesley attacked Seringapatnam.
• Tipu Sultan died during the war.
• The British restored the Wodeyar dynasty.
• A Subsidiary Alliance was imposed on the new ruler.
• In 1831, William Bentinck took direct control of Mysore on the ground of 

misgovernment.



Important Facts about Tipu Sultan
• Established embassies in France, Turkey, Iran and Pegu to promote foreign trade.
• Planted the Tree of Liberty at his capital.
• Became a member of the Jacobian Club of France.

Special Exam Fact
Except during the Second Anglo-Mysore War, the Nizam of Hyderabad and the Marathas 
supported the British in all Anglo-Mysore Wars.

Important Personalities

Important Places

Important Wars / Treaties

Personality Importance
Haidar Ali Founder of Mysore's military power against the British.
Tipu Sultan Last powerful ruler of Mysore who fought the British.
Robert Clive Associated with the Treaty of Madras.
Warren Hastings Linked with the Second Anglo-Mysore War and Treaty of Mangalore.
Lord Cornwallis Captured Bangalore in the Third Anglo-Mysore War.
Lord Wellesley Led the British during the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War.
William Bentinck Took direct control of Mysore in 1831.
Eyrecoot Defeated Haidar Ali at Porto Novo.

Place Importance
Dindigul Haidar Ali served as Faujdar and built a modern arsenal.
Mahe French port attacked by the British.
Porto Novo Haidar Ali was defeated here.
Bangalore Captured by Lord Cornwallis.
Seringapatnam Capital of Mysore and place where Tipu Sultan died.



Important Years

Frequently Confused Facts

Name Importance
First Anglo-Mysore 
War Haidar Ali defeated the British.

Treaty of Madras Ended the First Anglo-Mysore War.
Second Anglo-
Mysore War Ended with the Treaty of Mangalore.

Treaty of Mangalore Ended the Second Anglo-Mysore War.
Third Anglo-Mysore 
War Ended with the Treaty of Seringapatnam.

Treaty of 
Seringapatnam Tipu ceded half of his territory.

Fourth Anglo-
Mysore War Ended independent Mysore power.

Year Event
1761 Haidar Ali became the real ruler of Mysore.

1766–69 First Anglo-Mysore War.

1780–84 Second Anglo-Mysore War.

1790–92 Third Anglo-Mysore War.
1799 Fourth Anglo-Mysore War.
1831 William Bentinck took control of Mysore.

Question Correct Answer

Founder of Mysore's military power Haidar Ali

Son of Haidar Ali Tipu Sultan

Capital of Mysore Seringapatnam

Treaty ending First Anglo-Mysore War Treaty of Madras

Treaty ending Second Anglo-Mysore War Treaty of Mangalore

Treaty ending Third Anglo-Mysore War Treaty of Seringapatnam



Previous Year Exam Focus
• Haidar Ali's first post.
• Dindigul arsenal.
• Four Anglo-Mysore Wars.
• Treaty of Madras.
• Treaty of Mangalore.
• Treaty of Seringapatnam.
• Death of Tipu Sultan.
• Seringapatnam.
• Lord Wellesley.
• William Bentinck.
• Tree of Liberty.
• Jacobian Club.
• Foreign embassies of Tipu Sultan.
• Alliance of Nizam and Marathas.
• Porto Novo.

Expected MCQ Areas
• Haidar Ali.
• Tipu Sultan.
• Four Anglo-Mysore Wars.
• Important treaties.
• Seringapatnam.
• Lord Cornwallis.
• Lord Wellesley.
• William Bentinck.
• Jacobian Club.
• Tree of Liberty.

Memory Tricks
• MADRAS = 1st War
• MANGALORE = 2nd War
• SERINGAPATNAM = 3rd War
• 1799 = Tipu Ends
• Wellesley = Won Mysore

British Governor-General in Fourth War Lord Wellesley

Direct British control of Mysore William Bentinck



Quick Revision (2 Minutes)
• Haidar Ali
• Dindigul
• French Arsenal
• Tipu Sultan
• Mahe
• Porto Novo
• Eyrecoot
• Treaty of Madras
• Treaty of Mangalore
• Treaty of Seringapatnam
• Lord Cornwallis
• Lord Wellesley
• Bangalore
• Seringapatnam
• Wodeyar
• Subsidiary Alliance
• William Bentinck
• Tree of Liberty
• Jacobian Club
• Foreign Embassies
•
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